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The Authority’s 2011 Annual Report, published on March 30, 2012, features “Our 
Team at Work”.  The report highlights the men and women whose work last year and 
over the course of the ATPA’s 17-year history has led to reduced auto theft in Penn-
sylvania.  It features photographs of officers, detectives, sergeants and others who 
arrest auto thieves and investigate their criminal activities, of the prosecutors who 
convict them, and a mediator who works with first time juvenile offenders to divert 

them from a life of crime. 
 
There are  true stories to help our 
supporters appreciate what ATPA 
grantees do to fight auto theft.  One 
recounts the Christmas season bust 
in Philadelphia of the brothers steal-
ing Honda Accord catalytic convert-
ers, along with holiday gifts. Anoth-
er is the account of a re-tagging ring 
busted by the State Police after steal-
ing 40 vehicles worth more than $1 
million.  And, there is the story of 

Lehigh Task Force’s  “Watch List on 
the Wall”.  Lastly is a story with a hap-
py ending for the perpetrator—a 15-
year –old car thief who has since 
turned his life around with help from 
the Philadelphia District Attorney’s 
Juvenile Offender Initiative and the 
Good Shepherd Mediation Program. 
 
The bottom line is in the numbers—a 
$7 return on investment for every dol-
lar that  insurance industry funders 
have paid for our programs since 1995.  
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We know now that 2011 saw the first 
increase in the number of auto thefts in 
PA since 2006.  According to NCIC da-
ta, auto theft increased last year by 2% 
and 394 vehicles.   
 
Leading hot spots in the rate of increase 
and in the increase in the number of cars 

stolen last year are: 
 
¨ Dauphin County—a top hot spot with an increase of 33% 

(119 more vehicles stolen than 2010) 
¨ Philadelphia County—5% increase (336 more vehicles) 
¨ Bucks County—13% increase (80 more vehicles) 
¨ Luzerne County—16% increase (56 more vehicles) 
¨ Delaware County—7% increase (55 more vehicles). 
 
According to the Uniform Crime Report (UCR), thefts in the first 
quarter of 2012 are down compared to 2011.  They declined in all 
the leading hot spot counties except Luzerne and below last year 
in Allegheny County as well, second only to Philadelphia County 
in terms of total number of thefts. 
 
ATPA grantees are driving hard to arrest and convict thieves, re-
cover vehicles and collect restitution for victims.   Grantees with 
increased numbers in the latest quarter compared to the same 
quarter of 2011 are: 
 
Arrests:  Delaware County, Pittsburgh PD, Northeast  
    Task Force 
 
Recoveries:   Delaware County,  Pittsburgh PD 
 
PR-Driven Recoveries:  PA State Police, Pittsburgh  
 
Convictions:   PA State Police 
 
Restitution:   Lancaster PD, Allegheny County 
 
Criminals motivated by a challenging economy, the high price of 
scrap, and law enforcement spread thin aren’t about to surrender.  
Neither are the men and women who fight auto theft in PA!  
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“Operation Wheels of Fortune”, an investigation headed by 
the State Police Eastern Region Auto Theft Unit, resulted 
in the arrest of 26 suspects linked to $2.3 million in stolen 
vehicles.  This luxury car theft ring snatched vehicles from 
car dealership lots and service departments in the commu-
nities around Philadelphia and then quickly loaded them 
into shipping containers for delivery to buyers overseas.  
  
Charges were filed on April 17 related to the theft of 36 
vehicles between March 2011 and October 2011.  The 
thieves visited suburban dealerships early in the morning, 
after the service department had opened, but before the 
sales department and other employees had arrived.  Taking 
advantage of situations where limited service department 
staff were busy or distracted with customers, the thieves 
could search the sales area for unsecured keys to new cars 
and customer vehicles.  They took the keys into the lot and pressed the lock/unlock buttons to quickly locate the tar-
get vehicle.   

Some of the vehicles were obtained through car-jackings, gunpoint robberies or thefts.  The stolen vehicles were then 
parked, often on a public street in southwest Philadelphia, where a potential buyer could drive by and inspect it.  A 
frequent buyer purchased many of the vehicles for shipping and resale overseas.  The State Police were able to inter-
cept and recover 41 stolen vehicles before and after they had been loaded into shipping containers bound for cargo 
ships headed to West Africa.  The vehicles ranged in value from a 2009 Mercedes C300 worth $24,000 to a 2010 
Porsche Panamera valued at $120,000. 
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Not only are grantees fighting this crime on the street and in the 
courtroom, but we are also pursuing enactment of laws to make it 
harder to commit the crime.  Senate Bill 86, sponsored by Senator 
Greenleaf, unanimously passed the PA Senate on March 29, 2012.  
Now, it is under consideration by the House. Representative Kate 
Harper, Montgomery County, a member of the House Transporta-
tion Committee, has agreed to be the point person for SB 86. 
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One of ten ATPA grantees, the Good Shepherd Mediation Program contributes to our mission of reducing auto theft by reduc-
ing juvenile recidivism among first-time offenders.   Good Shepherd works closely with the Philadelphia District Attorney’s 
Office, also an ATPA grantee, to divert from the criminal justice system Philadelphia youth charged with unauthorized use, 
auto theft, and related offenses.  
 
Directed by Executive Director Cheryl Cutrona, Esq., the program combines education and community service.  The education 
component is a half-day classroom workshop—the  Impact of Auto Theft (IAT), developed with ATPA funding—that juvenile 
offenders must attend to avoid the criminal justice system.   
 
A 2011 study comparing juvenile participants who successfully 
completed the IAT program to those who did not revealed a 15-point 
lower recidivism rate on the part of completers.   
 
To avoid prosecution, the juveniles also must complete up to 30 
hours of supervised community service at one of 36 sites, including 
recreation center, playgrounds, libraries and churches.  Good Shep-
herd also presents a program for teens developed in collaboration 
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victim, but the perpetrator as well. 
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one of Good Shepherd’s goals for the coming grant cycle is to in-
crease the completion rate to 80%.  The organization has provided 
service to nearly 800 youths since first becoming an ATPA grantee. 
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The Authority launches two public relations campaigns in June. Listeners of WMMR's "Preston and Steve," Philadelphia's #1 
rated morning radio show, will hear cast members discuss what it's like to have a car stolen. One cast member will prank a fel-
low cast member pretending that his car is stolen. The prank will appear on www.wmmr.com and include an ATPA Street 
Smarts poll where participants are quizzed on anti-theft information and registered to win $250 of Summer Gas Money. Lis-
teners will gain knowledge about how to prevent theft and will be reminded of the angst and inconvenience associated with 
having a car stolen. The campaign targets drivers and car owners in southeastern Pennsylvania, which has the highest theft rate 
in the state. Tune in to WMMR -- June 4 - 29 between 6am - 10am. 
 
ATPA will partner with National Cinemedia for a spring/summer movie theater campaign. Our 30-second spot runs in theaters 
and on screens in theater lobbies June 22 -- July 26. The spot shows a talking car humorously reminding its owner to lock the 
car and take the keys to prevent theft. Nearly two million viewers are expected to view the ad in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Har-
risburg, Reading, Wilkes-Barre, Scranton, and Erie. Nearly half of all PA's stolen cars were left unlocked -- our goal is to pro-
vide common sense reminders for drivers to protect themselves. 
 
Our partnership with the Philadelphia Phillies is underway. We have six radio spots rotating on Phillies' radio broadcasts. An-
nouncers also highlight the "Lock of the Game" -- reminding drivers to lock their cars and take their keys. Fans in the stadium 
see our in-game messaging on the high definition Phanavision score board. The message asks fans, "Is your car where you left 
it? Lock your car - prevent theft." The Phillies average more than 45,000 fans in-stadium and 138,000 radio listeners per game. 


